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" Published by Steve McLendon, Box 57066, Webster , Texas (713-332-6620). 
Openings in regular DIPLOMACY are available. Gamefees are $2,50 (plus a 
$2.50 refundable deposit if the player does not drop his position) + a sub- 
scription of $3. 00/12 issues. 

* Deadline for all games is 10t>m Thursday, May 19* 

S977CQ ffidewnfy fae Winfa. 4900 , 

NEW GAME BEGINS AT LAST i ! 
Austria ) Don Ditter, SUPO Box 9280, Tucson, Arizona 85720 
England ; John Sokol, 1^7 Virginia Ave., Uniontown, Pennsylvania 15401 
France ; Marck Morrison, 259 Chapman St. , Greenfield, Massachusetts 01301 
Germany ; Fred Zornow, 313 E. 90th St., New York, New York 10028 
Italy ; Cliff Mann, 823 Marcy Ave., Apt. 101, Oxon Hill , Maryland 20021 
Russia ; Josh Shaine, 57 Theroux Dr., Chicopee , Massachusetts 01020 
Turkey -. David Malmquist, 75 E. Wayne Ave., Silver Spring, Maryland 20901 

SPRING, 1901 

FRANCE AND RUSSIA BEGIN NORTHERN OFFENSIVE M 
AUSTRIA IS AFTER SOMEBODY! I 

Austria: F Tri-Adr, A Bud-Tri, A Vie-Tyo 

England: F Edi-Nwg, F Lon-Nth, A Lpl-Yor 

France : A Par-Pic, A Mar-Bur, F Bre-Mid 

Germany 1 F Kie-Hol, A Mun-Ruh, A Ber-Kie 

Italy : A Ven-Tyo , A Rom-Ven , F Nan-Tun (imp ) 

Russia : F StP(sc)-GoB, A Mos-StP, A War-Ukr, F Sev-Rum 

Turkey » A Con-Bui, A Smy-Con, F Ank-Bla 

Well, I haven't seen that combination of moves in quite a while. I seem to 
get this feeling, nothing I can really put my finger on, that everyone is out 
to get everybody else. Oh well, that's the wonderful world of Diplomacy t 

* DIPLOMACY is a registered trademark for a game invented by Allen B. Calhamer 

* and copyrighted by Avalon Hill Corporation, 4517 Hartford Road, Baltimore, 

* Maryland 21214. 
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;<e ' ve missed you for the past 
two weeks, Hal ph. Glad to see 
you' re tack . 




I'll remenber that when we 
play our face to face H-atne 
tonight I 



For those of you who don't know from whence your game gets its namesake: 

Thermopylae is a famous pass between Thessaly and Locris in ancient Greece 
which was the main gateway from the north to central Greece. In ancient days 
the pass was long and narrow, with the sea on the east and high cliffs along 
the opposite side. 

It was here in kHQ B.C. that a small force of 300 Spartans under King Leonidas 
and 6,000 Thebans held off an invading Persian army of 500,000, led by King 
Xerxes, for three days. They could have held indefinitely but a Greek traitor 
guided a portion of the Persian army around and behind Thermopylae by a little 
known mountain road. Realizing their situation, the Thebans surrendered, but 
the Spartans advanced and fought to the last man. 

But the stand at Thermopylae rallied the Greeks and, although Athens was burned 
and sacked, Xerxes returned to Asia after Greek victories at Plataea and Mycale 
literally destroyed his forces. 

OK. I have phone numbers from everyone except Fred and Don. I am familiar with 
everyone in this game except David Malmquist, so I welcome David to this here 
side show. You guys sure don't have to worry about getting writer's cramp from 
writing too much press. Cliff is the only one to come through for me. I have 
it from very reliable sources that those who determine Pulitzer Prize winners 
have their eye on this monthly masterpiece, so this could be your big chance. 
Get with it, ya'lll ! I 



The Roman Chariot - 10 Jan 1903 ... It was told to the press today, by the new 
Minister of Information, that the new Emperor was going to start a Holy War. It 
was also told that the Pope would bless this war only if it would keep peace in 
the world. The new Emperor, after leaving the Pope, had money from his treasury 
to buy two armies, a navy, and one lone Spad to use as an air force. 

The Emperor is sure that the war will be won in the air, but the Pope refuses to 
allow money from the treasury to be used on such a stupid idea. He, the Pope, 
says that if man were meant to fly, "That he would have wings!!" (Ha, Ha, as he 
burst into laughter). All that the Emperor could do is smile as the Fope told 
him that the idea of an aircraft carrier would run down the fleet, because a ship 
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as large as it would have to be would be too slow to keep up with the other ships. 
And it, too, was scrapped in the hope that the Emperor would come to his senses. 



The Roman C h ariot -15 J an 1901..* The Princess Jenea today said that she would 
hold a public auction to sell her crown jewels so that her father, the Emperor, 
could buy his aircraft carrier to protect his ships, against the wishes of her 
mother and the Pope. It has been rumored that she may even have enough money 
left over to buy two more Spads, which would be stationed on the large ship once 
it was completed. 

Then the young Princess went out to her estate in Apulia to play with her pet 
horse, as she calls her dog (a doberman). It is said that no one would ever harm 
her with him within hearing distance, and I know why. 

The Roman Chariot - 21 Jan . 1901 . • * It was posted in the city of Venice today that 
all able bodied men should report to the local army base for training. It was 
also posted that war would soon run through all of Europe in a matter of days as 
tne Bishops and Cardinals from other countries sent word to the Pope that their 
leaders had also started preparations for war. At this time the Pope would only 
sit and cry because he knew that some of his closest friends would be executed 
as soon as it started. 



The Roman Chariot - 30 Jan 1901 ... Today the Emperor ordered his armed forces into 
action, which he said he didn't want to, but that the other nations wouldn't 
listen to the Pope. In a closing statement the Emperor said, "If it is war that 
they want, it will be war that they get II" 



NOBODY IN THIS GAME EVER HEARD OF DETENTE! 1 



Austria ( J.H. Fleming) : 


Build 


A 


Vie, 


A 


Tri 


England (Mark Zimmerman): 


Build 


F 


Lon, 


F 


Lpl 


France (Frank Tvlcllvaine ) : 


Build 


A 


Par, 


F 


Mar 


Germany (Bob Sergeant) : 


Build 


A 


Kie, 


A 


Ber 


Italy (Jerry Rogowski) : 


Build 


F 


Nap 






RussiafRobin Smith) : 


Build 


A 


War , 


A 


Mos 


Turkey(Lee Kendter , Sr. ) : 


Build 


F 


Smy 







You guys have probably noticed that this issue is about a week late. This is so 
the people in 1977CQ could have a full three weeks negotiating time for their 
Spring, 1901 season. Next issue should get us back on our regular schedule. 

Learn from the mistakes of others — you can't live long enough to make them all 
yourself. 

--Martin Vanbee 
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Roma - Byline Rhoda Barritta: "It has been leaked to me that one of Europe's 
reigning monarchs has been observed performing some rather kinky osculation. " 

V enice : The cooking editor warned today that those accustomed to a diet of Vienna 
pastries and whipped cream may suffer from terminal heartburn from too much 
pizza, A word to the wise is superflous. 

Pi edmo nt: That was the French army? 

Vienna to Roma: Right on! Whatever that means... 

Vi enna to Berlin : Once upon a time there was a nice, honest, peace-loving, but 
dumb Kaiser of Germany. This Kaiser became distrusted by his southern German- 
speaking neighbor because he "fibbed" to this neighbor when it was not necessary. 
His noso got longer and longer until the Eastern Black Bear ate him up, and by 
golly he wished that he had treated his southern German-speaking neighbor more 
candidly. 

Vienna to. Paris : As the summer wore into winter, the world became bored with 
excruciatingly long and dull news articles from the French press. 

V ienna to the World t Notice is hereby given, if Russia and Turkey continue their 
"suspected" campaign on Austria, both should be prepared for a long, drawn-out 
war of attrition". Russo-Turkish forces will overwhelm Austria's defenses even- 
tually, but at the cost of first and second place lost to Russia and/or Turkey. 
Austria can be somewhat stubborn in a defense against Russia and Turkey. Anyone 
doubting this need only ask Emperor Francis of France of his past experiences. 
/Nice try, J.H. I would have grasped at the same straw./ 

Germany-Tales of the Black Forest : Once upon a time /Boyi I might compile all 
these and come out with a new best-selling book of kiddy rhymes./ there was a 
Premier of France. This Premier was known to all as Francis the Honest. At 
least, he said he was, and would an honest man like Francis the Honest lie about 
how honest he was? 

So of course when the Premier's forces arrived in Burgundy in violation of an 
agreement with the German Kaiser, it was not due to dishonesty. No indeed. It 
was all due to being mislead by another European leader. Of course, Francis the 
Honest intended to attack this other leader all the time. 

The German Kaiser, Bob the Knife, being a reasonable sort, and untalented to boot, 
offered to forgive Francis. The Kaiser warned Francis that he intended to defend 
his homeland and would take a wait-and-see attitude. Time passed and all became 
clear. Francis the Less-Than-Honest intended to continue against the harmless 
German Kaiser, who never bothered anybody /Hmmm, reminds me of this cute little 
boa constricter I used to know/. Francis v/as relying on having achieved a non- 
aggression pact with the country he had attempted to invade. When the fighting 
was over, and winter had set in, the French were over-extended, the Italians were 
in Piedmont, and the English position looks very anti-French. 
MORAL : Wishing won 1 t make it so. 

France-Tales of the Light Blue Forest /Ugh/ : Once upon a time /See? Here 1 s _ another 
one/ there was a nice/honest, and peace-loving person playing a game of Diplomacy 
As he walked into the forest he accidently fell into a band of men. They looked 
at him kindly and said to him, "There Is a curse on this land and if you are to 
survive you must change your course to go into Burgundy" . He believed them and 
walked into Burgundy. " Suddenly a German came to him and demanded why he was 
walking in Burgundy. "The band of men told me if I were to survive I must walk 
in Burgundy and I believed them". The German said, "All lies, but if you promise 
not to believe the men again then everything will be allright". As our traveller 



the Dragon and the Lamb 

A ■', •'■ ^> -W» r 1 ! ,'-.-->(> j 4 * fScoAAfSi!.;!; ; ], rW. (!. : n ( t. <-(• -i, rt* f*.'^-!. -j. rh >k ; J . 




turned his back the German shouted to his men "Kill that Frenchman I 
MORAL : All you get from repentence is a sore back. 




Well, as you guys can see, it's color cover time 
again, in celebration of the start of our second 
game. Granted, I will never be mistaken for Van 
Gogh, but I hope this one is aesthetically pleas- 
ing anyway. 



We did not get any takers on our offer to run 
Intimate Diplomacy. It's a shame, because there 
are several matchups I would like to see. For 
instance : 



know . lie always said the 
only way to get ahead in 
this 'game is with all lie 



Bob Sergeant vs. Godzilla 

J.H. Fleming vs. Rasputin, the Mad Monk 

Cliff" Mann vs. Foghorn Leghorn 

Mark Z imm e r m an vs. The Pentagon 

Frank Mcllvaine vs. JA.iS 

Marck Morrison vs. Harpo Marx 



to name only a few. I myself would relish the thought off taking on the Three 
Stooges, but I understand that they have gone by the by. 

Potpourri & P araphe r nalia 

1. Cliff Mann (YJATER GATE ) , 823 Marcy Ave., Apt. 101, Oxon Hill , Maryland has asked 
me to tell one and all that he has openings in two games of regular Diplomacy. 
Cliff tries to not put two people from the same state in the same game (I 
forgot what states you told me were excluded from that one game, Cliff), but 
if you hail from somewhere other than a New England state chances are you 

can get in. 

2. I would like to thank Mark Berch for his article, which starts on the next pag 
With Mark's contribution we have two people signed up for our third game. 

So, all together, we have twelve positions left to fill. 

3. Anyone out there go for those TV action games? Well, Fairchild has a new one 
out that ;.g head and shoulders above the rest. It's a new concept, because 
it operates on the principle of slip-in cartridges. If you want to play a 
different game, just slip the old cartridge out and slip in a new one, just 
like one would do for 8-track stereo. The unit itself can play tennis or 
hockey without any cartridges. But there is a cartridge out to play De sert 
Fox (some of you may know it as Tank Com mand) , another cartridge for Blackjacl- 
one for Shooting Galery , and new ones are constantly coming out. It's versa- 
tility is limitless. Naturally, the set costs more than the others ($169.95) 
but this thing has really upgraded the TV game scene. 



He who is silent is forgotten; 

he who abstains is taken at his word,* 

he who does not advance falls back; 

he who stops is overwhelmed, distanced, crushed; 

he who ceases to grow greater becomes smaller; 

he who leaves off, gives up; 

the stationary condition is the beginning of the end. 



--Amiel 
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In a recent article]- Curt Gibson proposed the "P-V" opening for Italy; 
Spring, 1901 : A Ven-Ple, A Rom-Ven, F 'Nan-Ion 

Fall, 1901: A Pie-Tyo, A Yen (S) A Pie-Tyo, F Ion-Tun or Gre 



On its face, this opening seems rather inefficient. The armies take two seasons 
to gain a position (Tyo , Yen) that Italian players commonly achieve in only one 
season in the "Obrieni attack"? The P-V's spring moves provide two chances for 
a second build; but in the P-V, neither of these is attempted. Thus, it is fair 
to inquire just what advantages will accrue to the Italian player who uses such 
a timid opening. 

Gibson presents three reasons. First, "You are counting on winning France's 
permanent friendship," This is an extremely dubious proposition, France, in 
Viiu+er , 1900 can be expected to reques o/denand of Italy that Piedmont be neu tral- 
ized. This leaves Italy with an unhappy choice. He can 1) tell the truth, that 
he Is going to Pie or 2) be evasive or not respond or 3) lie. The first two op- 
tions stand a substantial chance of provoking A_J^r = _P5__e , as the French player 
figures better- safe- than- sorry. A Spring standoff in Pie will allow him to take 
Spain in the Fall with no 1901 danger to Mar. If this happens, Italy's armies 
are paralyzed for the Spring moves? The option of lying is no way to win France's 
"permanent friendship". On getting Italy's Spring letter promising to go to Tyo, 
France must surely wonder why he should trust someone who has already lied. 
Further, if France covers Mar with other than an A. Gas and A Spa - Mar standoff, 
this caution may well cost him a supply center (Spain if lie orders A Spa-Liar, or 
a shot at Munich or Belgium if he orders A Bur-Mar). This loss, if it occurs, 
will likely blind France to the fact that Italy did not attack in Fall, 1901, and 
France may well feel that he has been deliberately snookered out of a supply 
center. 

This is not to say that A Ven-Pie is a poor move. Far from it — there are several 
good reasons to consider it. But gaining France's "permanent Friendship" isn't 
one of them. (See e.g. 19?4GR? where Italy began this way, destroyed France, 
and won ) . 

The second reason Gibson presents is that "Ven-Tyo in Spring, 1901 can be an em- 
barrassing failure if either Germany or Austria go (sic) for Tyrolja too." 
While this is true, it doesn't happen very often. If Mark Ueidmark ' s statistics* 
are representative, this occurs 8/S of the time. If Italy wants to get into Tyo, 
diplomacy towards that end should be able to reduce the chances even further. 
Also, as' A Mar-Pie occurs 6'~/o of the time, the P-V has almost as much chance of 
being stalled as A Ven-Tyo. Indeed, if you have taken Gibson's advice and not 
lied to France, the chances of A Mar-Pie are much larger. Note that if Germany 
or Austria does enter Tyo, even the P-V may not dislodge that army. 

The final reason presented not to do the more conventional A Ven-Tyo, A Rom-Ven 
is "with Trieste to Venice, your army in Tyrolia is Isolated". This reasoning 
is utterly wrong. If Austria had taken such an aggressive move, the last 
thing you' want is an (isolated) army in Piedmont, as a result of doing the P-V. 
An isolated army in Tyo is much more effective. It threatens Tri and Vie, or 
it could support Russian A Gal-Vie, if there is one. Further, as said before, 
A Pie will often irritate France. Indeed, if F Trl-Ven is bad enough for Italy, 
if he has gone to Pie it will be a disaster. 
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In short , the advantages claimed for the cumbersome P--V are by and larpe dis- 
f^dXiJ'dl^ :T °il* I'M s opening must he considered inferior. The tlJ}Sll}.6 niovcs ore 
no t "o b jec t i onab.L e , as they exploit to the fullest Italy's inherent ability 
to affect either the eastern or western arenas or both. Other Fall, 1901 pos- 
sibilities include the more conventional A Pic-^r , A Ven-Pie ; the Italian 
Shuffle 6 ( A Pie-Tyo, A Ven-Tri); and the sly Koni^gratz FrcakoutT in which 
Italy expels a German A Tyo, allowing it to retreat to an Austrian center. If 
you have a flair for making apologies, you might try the very brash A Pie-Mar, 
A Ven-Tri. By lyin/ 5 ; to both countries, you have a reasonable chance of getting 
into one. You may even get into both. 

1. Curt Gibson, Diplomacy .'orld , Vol. 3.^-.pl i ± (1976) 

2. Allen Calhamer, Dipl omacy Uorld, Vol. 2 f //J+,pli (1975) 

3. See 1977K, the Dragon and the Lamb , ft2,pl (1977) 
Gra ustark, .r'3?-0-333 

.5. Mark VJeidmark, Diplo macy World , Vol. 3./. ;( *»pi5 (1975) 
6. Edi Birsan, Diplom acy W orld , Vol. 2,/?2,p4 (1975) 
?. Edi Birsan, Koosier Arch ives, ,/6'4-,pl-2 (1972) 
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